
1 

 

September 2018 

Our  Summer ‘Jubilee’ Art Exhibition was a great success, thirty-two members showed their art. 

Hanging the exhibition Artists and guests preview evening 

 

The small team that organised and hung the exhibition were enthralled by the quality of the work 
submitted by thirty-two of our members, and were delighted with the appearance of the finished 
exhibition.  Paintings, photographs, ceramics, scale models, clothes and textiles were all displayed.  
The exhibition ran from Saturday June 30th to Wednesday July 4th, with a preview evening on the 
Friday for artists, gallery attendants and their guests, with drinks provided by the Chairman as a 
‘Thank You’.  There was a sense of amazement from many of those attending the preview, and 
there were many appreciative comments from the several hundred people that visited during its 
run. Arts Society members from Kent, Bury St Edmunds, Sudbury and Ipswich made themselves 
known, and the East Anglia Area Arts Society Chair, Ann Foulds, has asked for information about it 
to be sent to the Area’s website.  The Editor has also written an item for the Autumn issue of the 
national Arts Society magazine, but appearance there cannot be guaranteed. 

However, the  Chairman did manage to get two pages  of publicity before 
the event, with an article he had written for The Aldeburgh Gazette,      
complete with some photographs of a few of the items of work to be      
displayed.  There were some rewarding comments in the visitors book:  
‘Very impressive’  ‘A wonderful display of talents’   ‘Quite amazing’  ‘art of 
high quality’   ‘enjoyed the different mediums’         A WINNER!   (Editor) 

Forum Website:    
 theartssocietyeastsuffolk.org.uk 
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January 22nd  2019 Caroline Holmes   Garden Landscapes with a Gainsborough Perspective 
February 26th  Andrew Prince            From Downton to Gatsby ,  Jewellery and Fashion from 1890-1929 
March 26th    Howard Smith           The GPO Film Unit 
April 23rd    Gavin Plumley           Vienna   Art and Culture of Fin de Siecle Vienna  (See TASES Vienna 2019 tour) 
May 28th   John Stevens            The Art of Rabindranath Tagore 
June 25th    Eveline Eaton            The Bayeux Tapestry - The Worlds oldest comic strip 
  SUMMER BREAK 
September 24th   Simon Inglis                 A load of old Balls 
October 22nd   Charles Harris             " Mind the Gap" Graphic and Poster Design on the London Underground" 
November 26th  Caroline Shenton       Mr Barry's War: Rebuilding the Houses of Parliament 
December 10th  Sarah Deere-Jones     " Singe we Yule" 
January 28th 2020  Jane Choy                  Rembrandt: Bohemian or Businessman. Romantic or Rebel. 
 

A day of Special interest has also been booked with Douglas Skeggs, for September 25th 2019,   entitled: 
History of the Medici: Bankrolling the Renaissance.  

Jenny Ellins has booked our lectures for next year, list below.  More information in  the January Forum 

As you may already know I am leaving the committee in November, but because of the need to 

book well in advance I have chosen and obtained agreement for the programme for 2019/20. 

Ten lectures and a day of special interest are booked up  to and including January 2020. 

I do hope you are all enjoying the current programme of lectures. I will be particularly             

interested to hear  the Fakes and Forgeries lecture in November, which seem to bedevil the Art 

World. The recent purchasers of the Leonardo must be holding their breath. 

At the Directory Day in London this year we were introduced to a host of new younger lecturers. 

In addition new topics have been included by The Arts Society in its ambition to widen its appeal and secure a healthy     

future. Film is one such topic and given that it is the Centenary of our own Aldeburgh cinema in 2019, I could not let this    

milestone go unmarked, hence the choice of the GPO Film Unit lecture in March. 

Linking to the April  lecture on Fin-de-Siecle Vienna, by the highly recommended lecturer, Gavin Plumley, our Tour Secretary  

has organized a five-day tour to that city  in May 2019.  The two events will  complement each other well. 

One new young lecturer is John Stevens, who will talk to us about the polymath Ravindranath Tagore.  In June a particular 

favorite lecturer of mine, Eveline Eaton, will talk on a topical subject - The Bayeux Tapestry . I have also chosen a lecturer 

for November whose subject  “Rebuilding the Houses of Parliament” also seems very apposite at the moment. 

Christmas should get off to a great start with a visit all the way from Cornwall, with her instruments , of Sarah Deere Jones.  

Finally revisiting us from The Netherlands is Jane Choy,  who has recently been awarded an honor by the King of The            

Netherlands for her work with The Mauritshuis.  Lots to look forward to I hope you will agree. 

On a personal note I have much enjoyed my time on the Committee and will look forward to the  choices of my successor, 

Margaret Branton. 

A NOTE FROM  OUR PROGRAMME SECRETARY — Jenny Ellins 

 

 

Our constitution states, “The Treasurer and the Secretary shall not normally hold office for 

more than three years but the Committee may extend this up to a maximum of five years to 

ensure a smooth transition of responsibilities.”  Time slips by and at this AGM I will have   

completed four years as your Society’s treasurer.   The role is not a demanding one as the 

membership secretary pays in members’ annual subscription and committee members       

arranging visits often pay in members’ visit cheques.  Virtually all payments are made online 

so no hassle with writing cheques!  The main task in addition to producing the annual accounts (all very straightforward) is 

to claim Gift Aid on some members’ subscriptions but this is something that can be completed on a dismal weekend at 

some time in the Society’s year and at the Treasurer’s convenience.  Please do consider whether you could take on this 

role; the only skills really required are the ability of input data into a basic Excel spreadsheet and the ability to pay bills 

online, it really is a walk in the park.  For a period I am very willing to work alongside anyone who would like to take on 

this role but is concerned about what it entails. 

If you think you might be able to  take on this role, and would like to learn more, please phone me on 01728  453427 

COULD YOU BE OUR NEXT TREASURER? 
Asks our current Treasurer, Adrian Brown. 
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 A NOTE FROM  TASES CHAIRMAN  — Ivor Murrell 

In the hottest Summer for several years we decided to have  two extra events, that took a considerable amount of time and energy on 
several peoples part  — in order to meet the national body’s request to celebrate fifty years of NADFAS/The Arts Society existence. 
I had the idea of an art exhibition, to promote ourselves to the wider public, and your committee decided that a musical event for 
members would also ‘fit the bill’.  I am grateful to Valerie Wallace agreeing to assist me with both, and then decide that she wished to 
take over the organisation of the musical event, which was to be at Pro Corda, in Leiston Abbey . 

Perry Hunt agreed to help select the art, assisted by Jenny and Vaughan Windle and John Prodger, and we are indebted to their input.  
We took a ‘leap of faith’ and decided that we would only invite our own members to  submit work for the exhibition.  How correct that 
decision proved to be, over one hundred items from thirty-two members were shown in what can only be described as an impressive 
exhibition.  All of us involved in putting on the show were positively elated by its quality and success.  There was a significant amount 
of time and effort involved, so people should not have been surprised to my instant ‘NO’ when I was asked if we would have another       
exhibition next year! 
Meanwhile Valerie had been organising our music day, which eventually came to be called A morning with Britten and an afternoon  
concert of chamber music. She worked closely with Annabel Thwaite and Andrew Quartermain of Pro Corda to agree the arrangements 
for the day and the afternoon programme by young students on their 12 to 14 year-olds course.  We were very fortunate to  have an 
agreement from Dr Lucy Walker, Director of Public Programming and Learning, Britten-Pears Foundation, that she would give us a   
suitable morning lecture, entitled Great Britten: Lowestoft Boy to Life Peer, produced specifically for our event.  This was a multi-media 
presentation of images, film and music giving us a detailed resume of Britten’s life, and progressive examples of his music over that 
time scale.  This  set the scene for the afternoon, when Andrew             
Quartermain told us about Pro Corda’s history, aims and achievements.   
With three young students he then gave us examples of the benefits and 
skills of ensemble playing. The concert followed,  with several young 
students playing in various formats.  Our Young Arts aims were well met 
by  the presentation to  Romola  Goldfarb of a £750 cheque from our 
Society, for further training for her at Pro Corda.  We had asked Pro   
Corda to select a suitable  candidate and had been  assured by them that 
Romola would be an ideal choice, they expect great things of her. She 
loves classical music, but is also a huge fan of musicals.  In her spare time 
she likes to write songs and wants to be a composer.  Romola played for 
us, and the look of delighted surprise afterwards, when I told her of the 
bursary amount,  was memorable.  Another great day, and both events 
had exceeded our expectation.  Well done all involved!  

 

 

‘The History, Art & Palaces of 
Vienna & The Danube Valley’ 

To tie in with the April 23rd lecture 
 

From Thursday May 16th to Monday 
May 20th inclusive. 

5 days, 4 nights. 
From £999  

This will include a Vienna City tour, Karlskirche, St Stephens Cathedral, the Schonbrunn Palace, a full days trip down the Danube      
valley, Melk Abbey, Krems, the Imperial apartments at the Hofburgh Palace, the Kunsthistorisches Museum and the Upper Belvedere    
Palace.  We shall also see the world’s largest collection of Gustav Klimt’s work. 
 

Direct scheduled flights to Vienna , return UK airport coach transfers included. 

Staying for four nights at the 4 star Parkhotel Schonbrunn, with included dinner on the first night, thereafter bed and breakfast basis. 
All entrance fees are included, plus audio headsets on days 2,3 and 4.  We shall have a private coach and guide for day excursions. 
 

COST: £999, with a single supplement of £159. Optional personal holiday insurance £38. 
This trip will be through Tailored Travel, and bookings are now being taken by Hilary Cramp. 

 

Romola Goldfarb 
Image via Pro Corda 
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Editor for this issue  was Ivor Murrell          Email: ivor.murrell@btinternet.com 

 

A day of music and celebration at  Pro Corda, Leiston Abbey, August 3rd 

This was the second of our special ’Golden Jubilee’ events, and what a celebration it was.  Sixty-five members and guests took part in 
the welcome cool of the Barn at Leiston Abbey, on one of the hottest days of the year.   The event had been organized and managed by 
Valerie Wallace as her ‘swan song’, as she intends stepping down from the role of TASES Secretary at the November AGM. 
The day was launched with a wonderful multi-media lecture by Dr Lucy Walker of The Red House on Benjamin Britten’s life and music. 
After an excellent lunch, laid on by Pro Corda staff, their Chief Executive Officer, Andrew Quartermain,  gave a short talk on the history, 
aims and achievements of Pro Corda.  We then had a series six concert pieces played by various students on the 12 to 14 year-olds 
course.  One piece was played by Romola Goldfarb, who Pro Corda has selected for the TASES bursary of £750 for further training.  It 
was a memorable day!  We were delighted to have East Anglia Area Arts Society Chair, Ann Foulds, and husband Keith in the audience. 

Key to images 

 

1)      Dr Lucy Walker gave the morning lecture. 
2)       Piano Trio play Beethoven. 
3)      Andrew Quartermain describing the training 
importance of ‘chamber music’, with help from 
Molly, Alice and Alice, who played impromptu. 
4)      String Quartet play Schubert 
5)      All on stage for the finale! 
6)      The students line up to sing for us. 
7)  Romola Goldfarb, violinist, was awarded 
TASES £750 bursary, for more Pro Corda training. 
She played Ungar’s ‘Ashokan Farewell’ for us. 
8)    One of the Abbey tour groups led by Andrew, 
with our East Anglia Arts Society Chair, Ann 
Foulds, on the extreme right. 
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